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Bahamas.    When he landed he knelt and returned  thanks to  God  for  his  safe  journey* and took possession of the island in the name of the King of Spain.    The natives came down. to the shore to look in astonishment at these wonderful men with white skins and beautiful clothes and at their strange boats with white sails.    They thought the ships were some kind of monstrous bird and that the visitors  had come from  another world.    The-natives were big and strong.    They had coarse black hair ; they wore no clothes,  but their bodies  were painted in brilliant colours.    They had spears tipped with fishbone, and canoes made out of a single tree trunk and capable of holding from. forty to fifty men.
From the Bahamas Columbus sailed south. and came to the large island of Cuba, of which he wrote:   "It is very fertile, as in truth all the  other  islands are.    One  sees  many   high mountains   covered with  trees  of great   size. These trees are green in all seasons* for when I saw them they were as beautiful as the trees of Spain in May.    Some of the trees were in blossom, while others were bearing fruit.   Birds were singing in the forests in countless numbers, even though it was the month of November. The palm trees, of which there are seven  or eight   different   kinds,   are  higher   and   more beautiful than any I have ever seen before.55
Columbus  was  surprised at  the  size  and